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The Christian Womenõs Job Corps has just begun its twelfth year 

of service to women in need.  Twelve years with 273 graduates 

equals an amazing record of touching the lives of some to reach the lives of many.   

One year ago, I was privileged to have the opportunity to take the reins of     

Christian Womenõs Job Corps, and this past year has taught me a great deal.  The 

largest lesson was one I thought I understood, but now know I was only scratching 

the surface of all God has for us.  The lesson?  Godõs mercy!   

Mercy is the essence of who God is.  This mercy and  lack of condemnation seems 

overwhelming and amazing.  But it is who God is. He is mercy.  In fact, James 2:13 

says mercy TRIUMPHS over judgment.  How amazing is that? 

Introducing the Spring Class of 2012! 

Spring Class 2012 

Left to right:  

Back row:     Angela Johnson, 

Denna Martinez, Jennifer 

Shim, and Lisa Salinas 

Middle row:    Heather   

McCalmont, Ashleigh Kelm, 

Laura Mejia, and Julie Munoz 

Bottom row:    Rebecca   

Matthews, Kim Thomas, Kara 

Williamson, and Daisy Ramos 
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For the Christian Womenõs Job Corps, mercy is the main ingredient in the success of the women we reach.  The 

lack of judgment of these women shown through the teachers and volunteers amazes the women, and shows 

them something crucial for their walkéGodõs unfailing, unchanging love.   The change in their attitudes, mind-

set, and countenance is evident when they realize there is nothing they can do to make God love them more, 

and nothing they can or have done to make God love them less.  Are there consequences for destructive behav-

ior?  Unfortunately, yes.  But it doesnõt change Godõs love, His available forgiveness, and His mercy that tri-

umphs judgment and re -dresses these women in a new life.  

Recently, we interviewed the Interns who are in the current Spring 2012 class.  One young womanõs story struck 

me because she had suffered great personal loss.  There was a lack of joy that made it seem difficult for her to 

even smile.   However, during the morning Bible study, this woman began to realize how great Godõs love and 

mercy are for her.  She began to giggle, and then broke out into a laugh that spread through the class as they 

joined in her joy.  It is obvious she is beginning to understand mercy.  

The Spring 2012 class of Christian Womenõs Job Corps is in full swing.  As we prepare for the May 3rd  Leading  

Ladies Style Show, and Graduation on May 9th, we are blessed to watch as the love and mercy  of God transform 

the lives of our women.  Jeremiah 29:11 is so very true:  God knows the plans He has for us, and they are good 

plans to give us a future and a hope.    This is mercy! 

Thank you, Kerrville, for being the hands and feet of Godõs mercy.  

Focused on Him, 

Ann Buck 

A CWJC volunteer commented recently that Lois Shaw should list her home address as 

1140 Broadway.  She is at CWJC that much of the time. Lois volunteers in virtually 

every job: Jobs for Life teacher, board member, lunch provider, mentor, and office 

assistant. About the only thing she does not do is change the oil in the CWJC van.  

In 2002, Lois heard Jody McCulley speak about the new ministry to help women in 

town at a Womenõs Chamber event. Lois said she immediately knew CWJC was a 

place God wanted her to get involved. After 28 years in nursing and health care ad-

ministration, she wanted a place to continue to help people, to encourage them through showing the love of 

Christ. Her greatest joy from her service at CWJC is seeing the women thrive, seeing them move forward with a 

new sense of direction. She said it is not about fixing womenõs problems but about showing them Christõs love 

and walking beside them.  

As a mother of seven children of her own, Lois is familiar with individual needs and gifts. She also draws on her 

experience of nurturing in her service at her church, St. Paulõs United Methodist. Her late husbandõs job brought 

them to Kerrville 43 years ago. And Kerrville has been blessed by the Shawsõ investing their gifts and service 

here, so much so that Lois has received many awards in recognition of her service.  These include the Community 

Service Award of the Daughters of the American Revolution (2011), the Lifeõs Treasure award (from the Kerrville 

Daily Times and Dietert Center, in 2007), Kerr Co. Leadership Award (1992), and the Kerr County Outstanding 

Woman Award (1988).  That is a long history of service to the community, and weõre very grateful to her for it. 

Now, we wonder if Lois would also be willing to learn how to change the oil in the vané 

Volunteer Spotlight:     Lois Shaw   

ñ Deana Blackburn 
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Maria entered the Fall 2010 class seeking direction for her life.  Recent life circum-

stances had left her as a single mom with two teenage children to raise.  Even 

though she had been a Christian since 1997, she was struggling with forgiveness and 

how to move forward with her life.  Her mind and heart were ready for God's trans-

forming power to work.  Maria states that the unconditional love she received at 

CWJC impacted her tremendously.  In those 12 weeks, God did work in her heart to 

forgive and to overcome any obstacles that would prevent her from doing His Will.  

Upon graduation from CWJC in November, she applied to the LVN program at 

Schreiner University.  Maria knew in her heart that God was calling her to be a nurse.  The nursing class was full, 

and Maria was put on the waiting list.  At the end of December, she received a call stating she had a place in the 

class.  With perseverance, determination and prayer, she completed the program and graduated in December of 

2011.   

Not only is she raising two teenagers and working, but she serves in several organizations ñ Habitat for Human-

ity, Sunrise Lions Club, and Operation Orphans. 

Mariaõs goals are to use her nursing in working with the elderly and eventually work toward becoming an RN.  

There is no doubt that her patients and all who come in contact with her will see the compassion, mercy, grace 

and love of Christ shining through her.  

Maria has devoted her life to serving our Lord in whatever area He places her.  

 

Alumna Spotlight: Maria Nelms 

ñ Yvonne Capps 

A Great Big Thank You! 

Weõre certain that you noticed that we have color pictures 

in our newsletter this time, something we have wanted to 

do for a long time.  When Mr. Allen Johnson of Top Notch 

Teacher Products offered to print our newsletter ñ in 

color! ñ at no cost to us, well, what could we say?  After 

saying YES, only one other thing covers it, and that is ...  

Donõt forget to mark your calendars for our picnic and 

open house on Saturday, April 14.  This is your chance 

to come and meet our interns and their families.   

As usual, there will also be clowns, balloons and face 

painting for the kids, lots of food and a chance to re-

new acquaintances 

with other volun-

teers.  

If you havenõt visited 

our facility at 1140 

Broadway, this is a 

great time to come.   

See you in April! 

The Annual Picnic and  

Open House Is Coming Soon! 

Alumnae Announcement! 

 The upcoming Alumnae Meetings are Tuesday, March 27, 

and Tuesday, April 24 at 5:30 p.m.  Bring your favorite 

snack and come enjoy Beth Moore!!  Thatõs right! We are 

showing the NEW Beth Moore òBreaking Freeó DVD at the 

Alumnae Meeting. 

Come see how her hair has changed, and get refreshed! 
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òA Hand Up,  

Not a Hand Outó 
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Sixth Annual Style Show 

Y ouõre in for a treat when you see this group of transformed 
women modeling the latest 

fashions from local retailers.   

Mark your calendars for Thursday, 
May 3, when we will present the 
Spring 2012 class in a beautiful style 
show from Noon until 1:30 p.m., at 

the YO Ranch Resort  Hotel & Con-
ference Center.  

We so appreciate those of you who are 

sponsoring a full or half table.  Table 

sponsorships are still available at $350 

for a table of 10 or $175 for a table of 

5. Sponsoring a table and inviting your 

friends, coworkers, Sunday School 

class, neighbors, or anyone else you 

can think of, is a great way to intro-

duce the mission of CWJC to those in 

our community who may not be famil-

iar with this vital ministry.  

Of course, individual tickets may also 

be purchased for $30 by cash or check 

at CWJCõs facility at 1140 Broadway in 

Kerrville.    See you on May 3rd! 

? 

Each woman in the program has a 
mentor for guidance, counseling ð 

and the occasional lunch.  

Classes are in full swing, including Bible Study, Healthy Relationships,  
Computer Training,  Jobs for Life, Personal Development, Money   

Management and more. 

Que Pasa? 
�:�K�D�W�·�V�����+�D�S�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���D�W���-�R�E���&�R�U�S�V�" 

Pastor David Danielson explains the 

results of the INDRA personality 

profile.  The women gained some 

insight on their God -given personali-

ties through INDRA. 


