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Staying Focused . . .

with Ann Buck
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_ Overcome or Overwhelmed

Board of Directors

Mark Andrews

Courtney Barton | was raised in a oOnewspape \

Phyllis Cook and printed two weekly papers in a small town in southern lllinois.

Virginia Graham My father was known for his photo -journalism gift, and many after-

Brad McCullouch noons | would come home from school to find him in the darkroom developing pictures.

a _cuouc There was a |light on the door, and | knew |

Jack Milburn off. You see, negatives were developed in the dark, and opening the door let in the light,

Lois Shaw which destroyed them.

Nancy Turner I found | ooking at the picturesd negatiyv

Ann Buck posed to be light was dark, and vice -versa. The negative was never a true representation

n U,C T of reality. And it always developed in the dark.
Executive Director
Nina Cruthirds It can be said that our lives are like those old -fashioned negatives developed in
. L the darkroom. In the dark without Jesus, circumstances threaten us, our choices catch up
Assistant Director
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Deana Blackburn Ing Kn W

Jimmie Peschel G ett tO O
C/nthia Rodriguez is a new member of the CWJC Alumnae Team who con- =
tacts and builds relationships with CWJC graduates and encourages them to [V
wal k the new road with God.Howd&/htermmydife ;

. . . . & woman of many talents, Cynthia
around Cynt hia Rodriguez is one who ¢ S arm
works on a friend’s truck.

that comes from experience.

Cynthia, a Spring 2007 CWJC graduate, is a self described former rebel who has known her share of the dark side
of |Iife and has experienced itds consequences. The mother
served Him enthusiastically ever since.

One of the ways God showed His favor and grace for Cynthia is to provide a Habitat for Humanity home for her and
family. 0l &m a miracled she says, and she wants every
re is HOPE, you CAN change, and the Truth WILL sewnanttoou

he
t h
change! o Today, Cynt hiAaytimewawn Sdrvice, aml warks tordg&agon Masters.
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When asked how she went from jail to being clean and ow
by the Gracﬂ of God! o

Touching the lives of some to affect the lives of man y. &W
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with us, or people we thought we could trust betray us and, before we know it, the negatives gain power over us. The hab-
its and hurts we hide continue to control and overpower us, but they are only a false reality.

The graduates of the Spring 2011 class of Christian Womi
in the hidden places of their lives. Negatives that kept them defeated. During the course of the 12  -week semester, they not
only gained valuable tools for employment, they also | earn
negatives were exposed and overcome.

John 8:12 quotes Jesus ol am the | ight of the worl d. Whoever fo
have the light of life . 6 His Light dispels the darkness and results in
ing love for us gives us the ability to see clearly in the Light. His kindness draws us to Him and reveals His good plans fo rus.

Graham Cooke, in his book Radical Perspectives,says it this way: OWe are not o0\
are overwhel med by (God&6s) sovereignty. o6 When our focus i ¢
position of an overcomer. We are overwhelmed by the Love and Light of Jesus.

Have you been overcome by the circumstances you see around you? Come into the Light and let Him expose the
negatives with the Trut h. As the old hymn says, oTurn Your

Focused On Him,
Ann Buck
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The 5th Annual Style Show .
A Stunning Succe

Go d d e wps evident again this year as our 13 beautiful ladies|
flawlessly pre sented fashionable styles from numerous local shops
and stores to 530 women and men. This was the highest atte n-
dance ever, and the most men ever to attend. Having a rehearsal
ahead of time took t he stre ssout of the show, with one going from
tears to confidence and claiming, ol can do this ! All in all, every-
one enjoyed the show, including the added bonus of singing 0Happy
Birth day6 to Board president Nancy Turner! '.‘g‘

Many thanks to all who helped with hair and
makeup, as well as those contributing fashions:
EBeIk,ReRuns, Mauriceds, Kat b
Shoes, Headto-Toe Day Spa, and Creative Touch.

Payl ess

Page 2 Christian Womends Job C



Our Spring 2011 Graduates

~ Deana Blackburn

Eery CWJC graduation is a miracle i one of Godd[s wayls[ of
showing His power and grace. In truth, CWJC graduations are a col-
lage of miracles represented by the women whose lives have been
changed. The ceremony on May 4 at Impact Christian Fellowship
was a particularly wvivid display|l of Godds power and His |[mic¢
on the Job Corps since this semester launched a new season for the
ministry, a time of transitions and new traditions. As the 263 ™
woman graduated, it was evident God has a fresh work ahead.

The 13 graduates were surrounded by the love of over 280
volunteers from 30 area churches, as well as Director Ann Buck and
Assistant Director Nina Cruthirds. Every day is an adventure in
Godo6s Il ove at CWJC. That may never hlalve been more|evident
this semester since Ann and Nina were both learning their new jobs
as the women arrived to begin the semester on February 3. God |Top Row, leftto right:  Jadai Allen, Julie Ayllon, Maria
knew each need ahead of time and provided mightily. Barcenas, Jenny Bremseth and Amy Lynn Jewell

Middle Row, left to right: Michelle Kelley, Patricia Martin,
Mary Kay Mellen and Veronica Menchaca

The class ranged in age from 19 to 49, and the graduates ]
have career goals that include banking, nursing, and teaching. God |Bottom Row, lefttoright: ~ Melody Ortegon, Shaunda Parr,
chose this diverse group to bring together for the daily class times ~ [Kar Kris Peterson and Katrina White
for Bible study, career preparation (resume writing, interviewing, appropriate workplace dress and behavior, etc.), com-
puter skills, money management, buil ding healthy relations|
choices. Ment ors, teachers, and staff guided each student
for her life and for her family.

So, as 250 family and friends gathered at graduation to celebrate the accomplishments of these 13 women, it was
indeed a commencement i not an ending, but a beginning. ’.‘\‘
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CWJC Alumnae Center

The alumnae of Christian Women's Job Corps were int roduced to the new
Alumnae Cernter at t heir March 29 meeting. The Sevens Foundation grant provided
the funds for the Center, and CWJC Board pesident, Nancy Turner, provided the
decor. The Alumnae Center will be the home for CWJC graduates and houses Bible
studies, computers for job searches, a meeting room, and a library for continued
disdpleship.

Director Ann Buck says, "The women of CWJC know that asking Jesus into

their hearts as Savior is a life-
changing decision, and making Him
Lord of th eir lives is a life-long jour-
ney. This focus on disdpleship of our
CWJC gradiates is an attempt to
help them walk their journey with
Jesus."

Please stop by the Chri stian Women's
Job Corps at 1140 Broadway and visit
our beauti ful facilities. 3¢

Christian Womendés Job Corps of Kerr County Page 3



